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The Hay Garden features an antique hand pump that was donated by Ed
and Kathy Creighton. The original pump was just outside the side door of
the mansion. The Hay Garden is named after John Hay, the owner of the
mansion in 1831. John was the father of Mary Ann Hay, first wife of David
Huston. John, who was also David’s first cousin, sold the property to David
in 1849. David’s second wife was Elizabeth Mack, daughter of Erastus
Mack, for whom Mack Road is named. In 1858, David and Elizabeth
Huston added the Greek revival section to the rear, with a sleeping porch,
at a cost of $1000. (Photo by Scott Fowler)
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Four Seasons
Garden Club
Features Christmas
Preview Aug. 4
The Four Seasons Garden Club
is bringing Christmas to the
Elisha Morgan Mansion early
this year as part of the home is
transformed into an 1800’s
holiday. Volunteers will also be
hosting tours of the Heritage
Gardens.

Christmas at the Mansion will come
early this year as the living room is
dressed up for the vintage holidays.

Fairfield Historical Society

Vol. 5 Issue 2

SPECIAL EDITION >>>
th

10 Annual Sunbonnet Heritage
Days Aug. 4 and 7

The Fairfield Historical Society and the
Four Seasons Garden Club combine their
talent to present exhibits and events focusing
on life as it was in the 1800's and early
1900's on Saturday, Aug. 4 from 11am-6pm
at the Elisha Morgan Mansion at Gilbert Park.
Admission is free or one non-perishable food item to be donated to the Fairfield
Food Pantry. Saturday's events include:


An 1869 style baseball game with Fairfield's own
Blackbottom 9 beginning at 1pm. Friends of Elisha Morgan will
provide complimentary hot dogs and drinks during the game.



Tours of the Elisha Morgan Mansion and Heritage Gardens.



Local crafts people, such as Uniquely Knotted, Foxmoon Jewelry and
the Butler County Soil & Water District.



Music will be provided by the Cincinnati Dulcimer Society from 2-4pm.



Face painting by Emma will be available for children.



Sacred Heart church will be selling their infamous Fairfield city
landmark Christmas ornaments.



1800's inactive schoolhouse with Ann Brabbs.



Fairfield Independent School exhibit.



1800's farm with Fairfield farmer and historian Pete Groh.



Special Fairfield historical exhibits by Fairfield Historical Society
Archivist Bob Pendergrass.



Enter our free drawing for one of 10 U.S. Buffalo nickels in 24k gold
plating. Just fill out our entry form inside the Elisha Morgan
Mansion. There is a limit of one entry per person and you have to be
at least 18 years old to enter.

Sunbonnet Heritage Days continues on Tuesday, Aug. 7 at the general meeting
of the Fairfield Historical Society. The meeting is open to the public and begins
at 7pm. Our featured speaker will be former Fairfield City Council member
Howard Dirksen who will speak about the Elisha Morgan Mansion and its rich
history.

200th Anniversary Celebration

dedication saved the elisha morgan mansion >>>
Thank you for your support >>>

The Elisha Morgan Mansion, built in 1817, is a Flemish
Bond brick farm mansion that stands as a treasured historic
landmark in the City of Fairfield. It was awarded an Ohio
Historical Marker in 2000 and is listed in the National Register
of Historic Places as the Morgan-Hueston House, one of the
oldest homes in Butler County. Yet, in 1980, the home was
slated for demolition. The Friends of Elisha Morgan Mansion,
formed in 1984, were instrumental in the drive to save the home.
With funding from grants, individual contributions and activities,
the home was restored and formally dedicated in 1998 for public
use.
In the summer of 2017, the Fairfield Parks & Recreation
Department and the Friends of Elisha Morgan partnered to
celebrate the 200th anniversary and the contributions of past
residents to the history of the Mansion.
As outlined in the 2014 Needs Assessment, Fairfield residents listed the goal of “preserving what we have” as one of their
major concerns. The 200th Anniversary event served to bring the home’s historical significance into focus. The Elisha Morgan
Mansion stands as a reminder of the formative years of the Fairfield area. From the 19th century settlers in Butler County, who
took advantage of the Symmes Purchase, to the gentlemen farmers of the Civil War era, and from the vintners of the Ohio wine
manufacturers of what was Rose Hill, to the social circles that made up the small communities that were then known as
Stockton Station and Fair Play, the Elisha Morgan Mansion was the home for many of the families that made Fairfield a great
place to live, work and play.
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Paranormal Activities Haunt the
Elisha Morgan Mansion
The Elisha Morgan Mansion was the focus of paranormal activity
when a research team from the Tri-State Ohio Paranormal Society
(TriOPS) held tours in October 2012 and 2013 of the mansion and
made a fee-only presentation of their study results. The team spent
the night in the mansion in January 2012 along with officials from
F&F Paranormal using state-of-the-art detecting equipment.
TriOPS is a local and established paranormal investigation team
announced their findings of possible unseen forces at the Elisha
Morgan Mansion. The organization combines scientific equipment
and procedures with old world theories and spirituality to collect
paranormal evidence.
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Elisha Morgan Mansion as it stood in 1995.
(Fairfield Historical Society Archives)
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